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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  STOCKHOLDERS. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Eail  Eoad  Company,  convened  in  the  Court 
House  in  Statesville,  Iredell  county,  on  28th  of  August,  1856. 

On  motion  of  E.  M.  Campbell,  of  Iredell,  E.  J.  Erwin  of 
Burke,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  John  A.  Roseboro'  and  T. 
S.  Low,  of  Catawba,  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

On  motion  of  W.  W.  Avery  of  Burke,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  verify  proxies  and  report  on  the  amount  of  stock 
represented  in  this  meeting,  in  person  and  by  proxy.  Where- 
upon, the  Chair  appointed  Henderson  Sherrill,  E.  M.  Camp- 
bell and  A.  K.  Simonton,  together  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Company,  said  Committe.  Who,  thereupon,  reported  that 
there  were  3333  shares  of  stock  duly  represented.  94  stock- 
holders representing  1723  shares  in  person,  and  1610  by  prox- 
ies, which  report  was  accepted. 

There  being  a  sufficient  amount  of  stock  represented,  the 
Chairman  declared  the  meeting  ready  for  business. 

The  last  Annual  Meeting  of  Stockholders  having  omitted  to 
appoint  a  Finance  Committee  as  required  by  the  By-Laws,  it 
was  resolved,  on  motion  of  W.  W.  Avery  of  Burke,  that  such 
Committee  be  now  appointed,  and  that  said  Committee  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  meeting.  Whereupon,  J.  F.  Alex- 
ander, A.  W.  Jamison  and  O*  A.  Carlton,  were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  D.  A.  Davis,  the  Annual  Eeports  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Chief  Engineer  were  presented  and  read  to  the 
meeting. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Chairman  called  the  meeting  to  order. 
J.  F.  Alexander,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
submitted  the  following  Report : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OF  FINANCE. 


The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a  Committee  of  Finance  to  audit 
and  report  upon  the  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing 1st  July,  1856,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment as  their  Report : 

RECEIPTS. 
First  Installment  of  5  per  cent,  from  individual  Stockholders,        $20,000  00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
July  1st,  1856.     By  Cash  paid,  Miscellaneous  accounts,     $19  50 
"       "       "      Eor  Printing,  -  71  50 

"  "  ':  Stationery,  Books,  &c,  90  SI 
<:  t:  Mileage  of  Directors,  273  SO 
«  «  «  Engineering,  -  12,000  00 
"  <:  «  Salary  of  President,  1470  00 
<:       «       "  "  Secret'y  &  Trea'r,        735  00 

"      "  Due  from  Geivl.  Commissioners  1,252  50 
"    Balance  cash  on  hand,  -        4,086  89 

— $20,000  00 

August  28,  1856. 

A.  W.  JAMISON, 
C.  A.  CARLTON, 
J.  F.  ALEXANDER, 

Committee,  &c. 

On  motion  of  T.  G.  Walton  of  Burke,  it  was  resolved  that 
this  meeting  do  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  four  Directors, 
to  serve  in  behalf  of  the  stockholders  during  the  ensuing  year. 

T.  W.  Bradburn  and  Alexander  Clark,  were  appointed  to 
superintend  the  election. 

The  vote  being  taken,  it  appeared  that  William  Murphy  of 
Rowan,  O.  Gillespie  of  Iredell,  M.  L.  McCorkle  of  Catawba, 
and  E.  J.  Erwin  of  Burke,  had  received  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast,  whereupon,  it  was  announced  that  the  above  nam- 
ed persons  were  duly  elected  Directors  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Chas.  F.  Fisher  presented  credentials,  which  empowered 
him  to  act  as  the  proxy  and  representative  on  the  part  of  the 
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State  of  North  Carolina,  remarking  at  the  same  time,  that  he 
should  not  expect  to  use  this  power  in  the  ordinary  business 
of  the  meeting,  unless  its  exercise  was  called  for  imperatively 
by  some  circumstance  not  then  foreseen  by  him. 

On  motion  of  W.  TV".  Avery,  the  Chairman,  T.  G.  Walton 
of  Burke,  N.  A.  Fleming  of  Rowan,  and  A.  TV".  Jamison  of 
Iredell,  were  appointed  a  Finance  Committee,  to  audit  and  re- 
port upon  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion,  the  Chair  appointed  D.  B.  Gaither,  George 
Setzer  and  John  Wilfong  of  Catawba,  a  Committee,  to  act 
with  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  this  Company,  to  verity 
proxies  and  report  to  the  next  annual  meeting  of  stockhold- 
ers, the  number  of  shares  represented  in  person  and  by  proxy. 

On  motion  of  T.  G.  Walton,  it  was 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  have  1000  copies  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  President  with  the  accompanying  documents,  to- 
gether with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  printed  for  dis- 
tribution. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  E.  J.  Erwin,  Esq.,  for  the  dignity,  ability 
and  impartiality,  with  which  he  has  presided  over  its  deliber- 
ations ;  also,  that  their  thanks  are  due  to  the  Secretaries,  for 
their  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newton,  Ca- 
tawba county,  on  the  last  Thursday  in  August,  1857. 

E.  J.  ERWIN,  Chairman. 

J.    A.    RoSEEOEO,  )    rv  .       . 

T.  S.  Low,  (  Secretar^- 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Directors  and  Stockholders  of  the  Western   North 
Carolina  Bail  Road  Company. 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Company  of  the  Western  N.  C.  Eail  Eoad  was 
organized  on  the  30th  day  of  August,  1855,  and  proceeded  to 
elect  four  Directors  as  authorized  by  the  Charter.  The  Board 
of  General  Commissioners  reported  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  the  subscription  by  individuals  of  the  sum  of  ($4:00,000) 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  capital  stock  of  said 
Company,  and  that  said  Company  had  been  duly  organized. 
Upon  receiving  this  Report,  the  Governor  caused  the  sub- 
scription of  (S00,000  dolls.)  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
be  subscribed  on  behalf  of  the  State  to  the  capital  or  joint 
stock  of  said  Company,  and  thereupon  appointed  eight  Direc- 
tors to  represent  the  State  as  directed  by  the  Charter. 

The  Directors  met  and  organized  at  the  earliest  moment, 
and  elected  the  undersigned,  R.  C.  Pearson,  of  Morganton, 
President  of  the  Company  ;  and  R.  F.  Simonton,  Esq.,  of 
Statesville,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  said  Company. 

The  Board  of  Directors  at  the  same  meeting,  on  the  5  th 
day  of  October,  1855,  proceeded  to  appoint  James  C.  Turner 
Esq.,  Chief  Engineer,  with  instructions  to  survey  and  locate 
the  line  of  said  Road  from  the  town  of  Salisbury  to  the  to  wn 
of  Morganton,  via  the  towns  of  Statesville  and  Newton.  The 
line  of  road  directed  to  be  surveyed  was  divided  into  two  di- 
visions— one  extending  from  Salisbury  to  the  Catawba  River, 
and  the  other  from  the  River  to  the  town  of  Morganton.  A 
corps  consisting  of  one  Principal  Assistant  Engineer,  and  oth- 
er requisite  assistants,  were  placed  in  Charge  of  each  division, 
and  they  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  pros- 
ecuted the  same  with  great  energy  and  dispatch.    The  line  of 
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the  first  division,  from  Salisbury  to  the  River,  presented  fewer 
difficulties  than  the  other,  and  was  therefore  completed  at  an 
earlier  day.  And  upon  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Board  at  Salisbury,  on  the  17th  day  of 
January,  1856,  that  the  same  had  been  completed,  the  Board 
determined,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  work, 
to  locate  the  line  of  the  Road  from  Salisbury  to  a  point  near 
Statesville,  and  to  put  under  contract  at  once  that  part  of  the 
road.  Maps  of  location  and  estimates  for  that  portion  of  the 
road  were  submitted  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  approved 
by  the  Directors,  and  an  order  made  by  the  Board,  that  so 
much  of  the  said  line  as  is  above  designated,  should  be  put 
under  contract  at  the  Engineer's  estimates — Contractors  re- 
ceiving one  half  of  their  contracts  for  grading,  sills  and  ma- 
sonry in  cash,  and  the  other  half  in  stock  of  the  Company, 
with  the  power  to  increase  the  proportion  of  cash  to  contract- 
ors for  sills  and  masonry,  if  deemed  advisable  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Chief  Engineer. 

Pursuant  to  these  instructions,  the  contracts  for  grading, 
sills  and  masonry,  were  let  at  the  Engineer's  estimates,  to  bid- 
ders on  the  11th  day  of  March,  1856,  from  the  town  of  Salis- 
bury to  the  point  near  Statesville  as  above  stated  ;  and  the 
undersigned  announces,  with  profound  gratification,  that  all 
the  sections  of  this  part  of  the  road,  were  let  to  contractors  at 
the  first  opening  of  the  lettings,  and  they  not  only  sought  to 
display  their  zeal  in  behalf  of  this  great  work  by  taking  the 
contracts  without  delay,  but  have  commenced  operations,  and 
are  now  prosecuting  their  labors,  on  their  several  contracts, 
with  commendable  energy  and  fidelity.  That  in  the  letting  of 
contracts,  stockholders  were  preferred,  as  the  Charter,  by  its 
express  terms,  contemplates  the  payment  of  stock  subscribed 
by  individuals,  in  work  and  labor  ;  and  in  effect,  directs  that 
stockholders  should  be  preferred  in  letting  the  contracts  for 
construction  on  said  road. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Board,  when  instructions  were 
given  for  putting  under  contract  this  part  of  the  road,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  entire  line  of  the  road,  from  said  point,  East 
of  Statesville  to  Morganton,  should  be  put  under  contract  as 
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respects  grading,  sills  and  Masonry  at  the  same  time  so  soon 
as  the  surveys  and  location  thereof  should  be  completed. 

The  results  of  the  surveys  of  the  entire  route  to  the  town  of 
Morganton,  with  the  maps  of  location  and  estimates  for  con- 
struction, and  full  equippage  of  the  road  from  Salisbury  to 
Morganton,  were  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  their 
meeting  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  at  Newton,  by  the  Chief  En- 
gineer.    The  surveys  having  been  made  through  the  towns  of 
Statesville  and  jSTewton,  it  appeared  from  the  estimates  thus 
submitted,  that  the  amount  of  stock  subscribed  for  the  build- 
ing and  equipment  of  the  first  section  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  Charter,  would  not  complete  the  line  to  Morganton ;  on 
the  contrary,  would  fix  the  terminus  of  the  section  some  twen- 
tv  miles  short  of  that  point.     This  Eeport  of  our  Chief  Engin- 
eer presented  a  very  grave  question.     At  the  informal  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders,  before  they  organized  as  a  Company, 
the  stockholders  from  the  county  of  Burke  refused  to  make 
their  subscription  absolute,  without  a  pledge  that  the  termi- 
nus of  the  first  section  should  be  fixed  at  the  town  of  Morgan- 
ton,  predicating  their  requisition  for  such  a  pledge,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  State  could  not  have  contemplated  the  possi- 
bility of  having  said  first  section  terminate  at  some  inacces- 
sible point  in  the  woods,  <fcc,  and  upon  such  pledge   being 
given,  the  subscription  of  $100,000,  on  the  part  of  persons  re- 
siding in  Burke  county,  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Company, 
was  made  absolute,  and  the  subscribers    agreed  to   become 
stockholders  for  that  amount  in  said  Company,  and  were  so 
reported  by  the  General  Commissioners.     Immediately  upon 
the  organization  of  the  Company,  this  pledge  was  renewed  in 
a  formal  measure  by  a  resolution  to  that  effect. 

The  Board  of  Directors  convened  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  pledge  thus  made  to  the  county  of  Burke,  and  they  deter- 
mined to  fulfil  its  obligations,  so  far  as  they  could  do  so  consist- 
ent with  their  obligations  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  State 
and  the  other  stockholders  in  said  Company,  and  therefore, 
they  adopted  the  resolution  ordering  a  survey  of  the  route  to 
the  town  of  Morganton,  and  that  the  contracts  should  be  let 
out  along  the  entire  line  surveyed  at  the  same  time,  hoping 
that  the  amount  subscribed  for  the  first  section  would  com- 
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plete  the  road  to  Morganton,  or  to  approximate  so  near  the 
sum  required,  as  to  raise  no  serious  question  as  to  a  violation 
on  the  part  of  the  Company,  in  extending  the  section  to  that 
point. 

The  Chief  Engineer,  in  the  same  Report,  suggested  that  a 
line  for  the  road,  about  three  miles  North  of  Newton,  could 
be  located  which  would  cost  some  $160,000  less  than  the 
route  then  surveyed  via  that  town,  and  an  actual  survey  made 
of  said  new  line  under  the  order  of  the  Board  since  that  Ee- 
port, has  shewn  the  accuracy  and  correctness  of  that  sugges- 
tion. This  suggestion  by  our  Chief  Engineer,  raised  another 
grave  question. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  subscribers  in  the  County  of  Catawba, 
that  there  was  an  understanding  between  themselves  and  the 
other  individual  stockholders  before  they  subscribed  their 
stock,  that  if  the  road  passed  through  their  County,  the  same 
should  be  located  through  their  County  town  of  Newton,  and 
that  the  resolution  of  the  Board,  heretofore  alluded  to,  passed 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  is  in  affirmance  of  that  pledge 
or  understanding. 

The  Board  of  Directors  appreciate  fully  the  public  spirit 
and  patriotic  zeal  which  animated  the  citizens  of  the  Counties 
of  Burke  and  Catawba  in  making  their  subscriptions,  and  are 
disposed,  so  far  as  they  can  consistently  do  so,  to  support  them 
and  their  interest ;  but  higher  obligations  impressed  their  con- 
sideration upon  them.  The  charter  of  the  Road  clearly  con- 
templates the  building  of  the  same  by  sections,  which  should 
be  fully  paid  for  and  equipped  as  the  road  advanced,  and  that 
no  "detour"  or  unnecessary  deviation  should  be  made  from  a 
direct  route.  Knowing,  however,  the  impressions  under 
which  the  subscriptions  of  these  two  Counties  were  made,  and 
desiring  to  have  them  heard,  not  only  before  the  stockholders 
here  assembled,  but  likewise  by  the  Legislature  which  assem- 
bles during  the  ensuing  winter,  and  to  which  body  they  could 
apply  for  an  amendment,  if  accepted  by  you,  so  as  to  have  the 
terminus  fixed  at  Morganton,  and  the  propriety  of  passing 
through  Newton  settled  by  Legislative  enactment,  the  Board 
resolved  to  put  the  road  under  contract  as  far  as  the  Catawba 
river,  leaving  the  residue  of  the  first  section  to  be  let  at  a  fu- 
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ture  day.  The  portion  of  the  road  from  said  point  East  of 
Statesville,  to  the  "West  bank  of  the  Catawba  River,  was  put 
under  contract  soon  after  said  meeting,  and  is  now  in  the  pro- 
gress of  construction.  No  delay  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  can  result  from  the  suspension  of  the  lettings  of  con- 
tracts West  of  the  Catawba  River  for  the  few  months  contem- 
plated by  the  Board,  as  that  part  can  be  thereafter  put  un- 
der contract  and  graded,  before  the  iron  is  laid  to  the  River. 

This  great  enterprise  is  one  of  immense  magnitude  to  "Wes- 
tern North  Carolina,  and  the  conciliation  of  the  respective 
communities  through  which  it  passes,  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
importance. 

The  right  of  way  through  much  the  larger  part  of  the  route 
actually  located  and  under  contract,  has  been  generously 
granted  by  the  proprietors  over  whose  lands  the  Road  passes ; 
and  it  is  not  believed  that  much  money  will  have  to  be  expen- 
ded in  securing  the  right  of  way  over  the  other  lands  along 
the  line  of  the  first  section. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  is  herewith  submited,  (marked 
A,)  shewing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Company, 
and  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  same,  that  the  actual 
sum  expended  for  Engineering  salaries,  mileage  of  Directors, 
and  office  expenses,  is  the  sum  of  $14,660  61,  leaving  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  unexpended,  the  sum  of  $5339  39,  and 
upon  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  it  will  be 
found,  after  considering  the  number  and  extent  of  the  experi- 
mental and  approximate  surveys,  and  the  actual  lines  run  in 
locating  said  Road,  that  the  most  rigid  economy  has  been  ob- 
served and  practiced  touching  expenditures. 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  herewith  appended, 
(marked  B,)  exhibits  more  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  Com- 
pany in  regard  to  surveys,  location  and  construction  ;  and 
said  Report  will  suggest  the  number  and  extent  of  the  Engi- 
neer corps  that  will  be  required  on  said  Road  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  first  section. 

The  zeal  and  public  spirit  manifested  by  our  citizens  in  tak- 
ing stock,  and  eagerly  entering  on  contracts  along  the  line  of 
the  Road,  as  far  as  the  same  has  been  surveyed  westward, 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  progress  of  this  great  enter- 
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prise  will  be  promoted  by  all  necessary  effort  on  their  part ; 
and  our  only  regret  is,  that  a  wider  and  more  extended  field 
of  operations  in  this  behalf  cannot  be  given,  under  the  charter, 
to  those  persons  further  West  of  us,  who  are  waiting  with  an- 
xiety the  approach  of  the  Road  towards  their  region  of  coun- 
try. 

I  need  not  dilate  upon  the  importance  of  this  great  work  to 
Western  Carolina,  and  the  propriety  of  its  speedy  completion, 
you,  who  live  on  the  line  of  its  location,  appreciate, in  an  emi- 
nent degree  the  advantages  likely  to  result  from  such  an  im- 
provement, by  the  already  enhanced  prices  of  every  species 
of  property  in  your  vicinity ;  and  the  State  has  exhibited  in 
a  practical  and  emphatic  manner,  by  her  subscription  of  four 
millions  of  dollars  towards  its  construction,  that  she  fully  com- 
prehends the  influence  which  the  completion  of  this  grand 
scheme  is  likely  to  exert  over  her  future  destiny. 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
pany, as  we  have  already  stated,  accompanies  our  report,  and 
we  would  be  doing  injustice  to  our  own  feelings  did  we  fail 
to  signify  our  sincere  acknowledgements  for  the  energy,  fidel- 
ity and  zeal  which  the  Chief  Engineer  and  his  worthy  associ- 
ates have  manifested  in  their  responsible  offices,  and  the  deep 
interest  exhibited  by  all  the  Engineering  corps,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  their  labours  in  this  important  enterprise. 

All  of  which  are  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  C.  PEARSON, 

President. 

August  28,  1S56. 
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ENGINEER'S    REPORT. 


Engineer's  Office  of  the  W.  1ST.  C.  R.  R.,  ) 
Salisbury,  K  C,  August  27, 1856.    '  j" 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Western  N.  C.  Rail 
Road  Company. 

Gentlemen  : 

As  your  Charter  designates  Salisbury  on  the  North 
Carolina  Kail  Road  as  the  Eastern  terminus,  and  some  point 
on  the  French  Broad  River  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge  as  the 
Western  terminus  of  the  W.  N.  C.  R.  Road,  but  confines  you 
to  no  intermediate  point  except  to  pass  by,  at,  or  near  as  prac- 
ticable, to  the  town  of  Statesville,  in  Iredell  county ;  so  by 
another  characteristic  peculiarity,  it  requires  you  to  locate, 
build  and  equip  it  by  sections. 

Therefore,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  your  Board,  adop- 
ted on  the  5th  of  October  last,  authorizing  your  Engineer  to 
survey  and  locate  the  First  section  of  the  W.  N.  C.  R.  Road 
from  Salisbury  to  Morganton,  through  the  intermediate  towns 
of  Statesville  and  Newton,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  Report : 

With  the  aforesaid  resolution  as  my  guide,  I  put  two  par- 
ties of  Engineers  in  the  field,  each  respectively  in  charge  of  a 
Division,  the  one  to  examine  the  country  between  Salisbury  and 
the  Catawba  River  on  the  East,  and  the  other  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  territory  between  the  Catawba  and  Morganton. 

On  the  first  division  such  progress  had  been  made  in  the 
preliminary  surveys,  necessarily  preceding  the  adoption  of  a 
route  for  a  Rail  Way,  as  to  enable  me  on  the  17th  of  January 
last,  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  result  of  our  operations  ; 
and  still  further,  to  select  that  route  which  met  your  appro- 
bation.   Since  that  time*  the  line  has  been  located  and  put 
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under  contract,  and  will  be  more  particularly  referred  to  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

On  the  second  division  our  examinations  were  more  extend- 
ed, and  the  very  unusually  cold  winter,  accompanied  by  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  obliged  us  to  suspend  field  operations  in 
that  quarter,  which  alone  would  consequently  have  delayed 
the  completion  of  the  surveys,  until  the  weather  moderated ; 
but  being  more  emphatically  in  a  mountain  region,  and  the 
route  less  clearly  defined,  much  more  time  and  labor  become 
necessary  to  make  that  examination  of  the  country,  which 
would  enable  me  to  do  justice  to  you,  to  ourselves,  and  to  the 
State. 

The  surveys  and  location  of  the  entire  distance  between 
Salisbury  and  Morganton  having  been  made,  and  the  result 
heretofore  verbally  announced  to  you,  I  now  have  the  plea- 
sure of  laying  before  you  in  a  more  explicit  form,  accompa- 
nied by  maps,  profiles,  estimates  and  tables  in  explanation. 

The  Topographical  features  of  the  country  between  Salisbu- 
ry and  Morganton,  exhibit  that  irregularity  of  outline  and  va- 
riety, which  usually  characterise  all  countries  of  a  primative 
formation,  and  there  is  no  part  of  the  State,  not  actually  in 
the  mountains,  more  broken  up  with  numerous  high  and  steep 
hills. 

Starting  from  Salisbury,  which  is  situated  only  six  miles 
from  the  Yadkin  Biver,  and  deflecting,  as  we  do,  only  51  de- 
grees from  the  approaching  course  of  the  1ST.  C.  E.  Koad,  our 
direction  is,  for  the  first  30  miles,  necessarily  and  unavoidably 
at  right  angles  to  the  various  Southern  tributaries,  whose 
sources  are  found  in  the  ridge  dividing  the  Catawba  from  the 
Yadkin,  the  recipients  of  the  surface  drainage  for  a  country 
from  20  to  35  miles  in  extent,  and  in  order  to  maintain,  and 
not  exceed,  that  grade  which  we  have  adopted  as  a  maximum, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  pass  those  streams  at  a  high  elevation. 
A  table  which  I  herewith  submit,  will  show  the  relative 
elevations  above  tide,  which  we  find.  First,  the  town  of 
Salisbury,  our  initial  point,  and  then  consecutively  First  Creek, 
"Walnut  Branch,  Second  Creek  and  the  first  crossing  of  Third 
Creek,  with  their  intermediate  ridges.  Thence  along  the  ridge 
dividing  Third  and  Fourth  Creek. 
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As  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  map,  the  line  is  very 
direct  to  a  point  opposite  Statesville,  and  although  it  is  some- 
what expensive  to  cross  these  streams  to  reach  this  point,  it  is 
rendered  necessary  in  order  to  "  pass  by,  at  or  as  near  as  prac- 
ticable, to  the  town  of  Statesville."  Yet,  by  this  location,  we 
save  half  a  mile  in  distance,  and  get  a  road  with  better  grades 
and  less  curvature  at  a  cost  of  $27,000  less  than  by  passing 
through  the  town,  which  is  about  2500  feet  North  of  it. 

From  this  point,  our  next  endeavour  was  to  get  to  Newton 
by  the  most  direct,  practicable  and  economical  line.  The  Topo- 
graphical features  controling  its  direction  to  the  Catawba  Riv- 
er, I  have  stated  on  a  former  occasion.  Suffice  it  to  say,  we 
re-cross  Third  Creek  by  a  viaduct  65  feet  high  ;  thence  over 
the  ridge  to  Back  Creek  ;  passing  it  37  feet  above  its  surface, 
we  quickly  approach  the  main  water  shed,  which  throws  off 
the  waters  on  the  East  to  the  Yadkin,  35  miles  distant,  and  on 
the  West  to  the  Catawba,  only  five  miles  distant.  Cutting 
through  this  ridge,  the  line  descends  along  Clark's  Creek,, 
crossing  and  re-crossing  its  meanderings  to  maintain  its  direct- 
ness, until  it  approaches  the  Catawba,  where  inclining  to  the 
right,  it  enters  the  valley  of  that  river,  crossing  Buffalo  Shoal 
Creek  near  its  confluence  with  the  river,  which  here  runs  froni 
"West  to  East,  and  offers  great  facilities  for  the  economical 
construction  of  a  Eail  Eoad.  Thence  up  this  valley,  we  cross 
the  Catawba  near  the  mouth  of  Lyles'  Creek,  48  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  water  by  a  Bridge  500  feet  in  length,  found- 
eel  on  rock.  And  although  at  this  point,  the  valley  of  Lyles' 
Creek  approaches  us  favorably  as  to  direction,  we  are  prevent- 
ed from  pursuing  it  on  account  of  high  and  back  water,  and 
must  maintain  a  high  elevation  along  the  senuosities  of  the 
slopes  skirting  Lyles'  Creek,  to  a  point  a  short  distance  above 
its  junction  with  Mecklin's  Creek,  which  we  cross  by  a  via- 
duct 50  feet  above  its  surface,  in  order  to  gain  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  between  those  two  creeks.  Thence  along  that  ridge 
to  Longcrier's ;  thence  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stage  road  to 
Newton. 

A  line  crossing  the  River  at  the  Buffalo  Shoals  was  also 
traced,  but  it  was  found  to  be  longer  and  more  expensive. 
The  town  of  Newton  being  situated  on  a  spur  of  the  main 
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ridge  dividing  tlic  great  Catawba  from  the  South  Fork,  its  pe- 
culiar location  being  about  one  mile  distant  from  the  Beaty's 
Ford  ridge,  which  is  crossed  on  the  East,  and  4000  feet  distant 
from  Smoyer's  mill  creek  on  the  West ;  and  the  relative  ele- 
vations of  these  points  being  respectively,  1025, 1021  and  886 
feet  above  tide,  the  line  necessarily  must  pass  Newton  on 
the  maximum  grade,  bv  cutting  23  feet  in  the  ridge  and  filling 
70  feeC  at  Smyer's  mill  creek.  And  thence  across  the  ridge 
between  the  last  named  creek  and  Clark's  creek,  it  ascends  to 
the  Crowder  town  ridge,  another  spur  of  the  main  ridge  which 
separates  the  South  Fork  from  its  tributary,  Clark's  creek. 
And  here  for  about  1800  feet  a  5  degree  curve  is  used,  the  first 
and  only  instance  on  the  line  where  it  is  necessary.  Thence 
the  crest  of  this  ridge  is  followed  to  its  junction  with  the  main 
ridge  near  Hale's,  and  the  same  from  which  the  line  departed 
at  Longcriers. 

This  ridge,  though  occasionally  varying  in  character,  is  that 
of  an  elevated  and  narrow  ridge,  with  numerous  spurs  and 
indentations  on  either  side,  the  former  projecting  out,  undulat- 
ing and  irregular  between  the  vallies  of  the  streams  which 
have  worn  down  and  flow  through  the  latter.  Its  general 
course  conforms  to  the  direction  we  desire,  and  along  its  crest 
our  line  is  located,  the  plains  of  the  road  being  very  nearly 
coincident  with,  its  slope  until  we  reach  Hog  Hill,  the  first  of 
a  succession  of  high  peaks  some  of  which  rise  several  hundred 
feet  above  the  general  level  of  the  country. 

At  this  point  two  lines  present  themselves  which  I  have 
heretofore  described  to  you.  The  one  selected  passes  North 
of  these  peaks,  but  close  to  their  base  and  as  near  as  practica- 
ble to  the  heads  of  the  numerous  streams  whose  sources  are 
found  in  this  mountainous  ridge.  They  sink  rapidly,  and  flow 
into  ravines  which  are  depressed  far  below  the  general  surface 
of  the  adjacent  country,  and  as  their  volume  increases  by  the 
accumulation  of  the  numerous  tributaries,  their  courses  become 
more  serpentine  and  their  vallies  more  confined  by  high  and 
abrupt  hills,  until  they  empty  themselves  into  the  great 
Catawba. 

A  general  reconnoisance  of  this  part  of  the  country  made 
two  years  ago  induced  the  belief  that  a  practicable  route  lay 
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along  these  spurs.  Minute  surveys  and  examinations  have  re- 
duced this  inference  to  fact,  and  established  the  accuracy  of 
this  opinion. 

These  streams  are  all  passed  by  culverts  supporting  em- 
bankments, and  the  intermediate  ridges  offer  no  serious  ob- 
stacles except  a  spur  of  llildebrand's  mountain,  about 

miles  East  of  Morgan  ton,  separated  from  the  ridge  upon#which 
that  town  stands  by  Hunting  creek,  running  North  to  the 
Catawba,  the  respective  elevations  of  these  ridges  with  their 
intermediate  vallies  renders  a  high  crossing  indispensable,  but 
the  point  selected  has  great  natural  advantages,  the  creek 
being  confined  in  its  passage  by  high  mural  precipices,  sup- 
porting the  back  ground  on  either  side.  From  this  point  we 
can  approach  by  three  different  lines  the  town  of  Morganton. 
The  geological  character  of  the  country  through  which  this 
line  passes,  warrants  the  belief  that  the  excavation  of  earth 
and  rock  will  in  most  instances  be  accomplished  at  a  reasona- 
ble cost.  Building  materials  for  the  greater  part  of  the  line 
can  be  readily  obtained,  although  occasionally  we  shall  have 
to  resort  to  the  use  of  brick  for  some  of  our  viaducts. 

The  line  thus  located  is  77.75  miles  from  Salisbury  to 
Morganton,  of  which  the  following  is  the  relative  proportion 
of  tangent  and  curve  in  miles  : 

MILES  OF  CURVE.     MILES  OF  TANGENT. 

From  Salisbury  to  Statesville,  5.60  19.40 

"     Statesville  to  Newton,  9.42  19.33 

"    Newton  to  Morganton,  8.00  16.00 


Total,  23.02  54.73 

As  you  will  perceive,  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  line  between 
Salisbury  and  Statesville  is  tangent,  whilst  that  from  States- 
ville to  Morganton  is  two-thirds  tangent,  making  in  the  aggre- 
gate, five-sevenths  of  the  whole  distance  straight. 

I  might  here  submit  the  estimate  and  close  this  report,  but 
a  sense  of  duty  impels  me  to  proceed,  and  to  withhold  from 
you  nothing  that  it  is  your  right  to  know  ;  for  as  it  is  not  only 
my  province  but  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances governing  any  and  every  part  of  the  location,  so 
alike  it  is  your  duty  to  determine  upon  them.  I  should  there- 
fore feel  that  I  had  deceived  you,  defrauded  the  State,  done 
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violence  to  my  own  feelings  and  disgraced  the  Profession  to 
which  I  belong  were  I  not  to  state  that  the  line  as  located, 
although  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  was  neither  the 
cheapest,  shortest  or  best  line  between  Salisbury  and  Morgan- 
ton.  But  a  line  leaving  the  location  about  four  miles  East  of 
Newton  and  continuing  on  the  ridge  to  its  intersection  with 
the  located  line  near  Hale's,  will  be,  according  to  an  estimate 
made  from  actual  survey,  $176,887  cheaper,  2J  miles  shorter, 
with  less  curvature  and  better  grades.  Then,  with  this  line,  the 
distance  to  Morganton  is  75.65  miles,  the  minimum  curvature 
being  4  degrees,  and  the  maximum  grade  nowhere  exceeding 
53  feet  to  the  mile,  costing,  according  to  the  following  estimate, 
which,  for  convenience,  I  will  submit  in  three  sections,  to  wit: 
1st.    From  Salisbury  to  Statesville,  25  Miles. 

For  Graduation,  Masonry,  Bridge-Superstructure.  Cross-Ties,  )  ^qa  oqq  ~p 

&C.,  --------  £  '. 

10  per  cent  on  the  above  for  contingencies,         -  30,438  07 

For  Engineering  and  general  superintendence,         -         -  17,500  00 

Iron  for  superstructure  and  laying  down  the  same,     -        -  185,023  00 

8537,341  83 
2nd.     From  Statesville  to  Hale's,  28.75  Miles. 

For  Graduation,  Masonry,  Bridge-superstructure  and  Cross-Ties,  $330,023  33 
10  per  cent  on  the  above  for  contingencies,         -  33,092  33 

For  Engineering  and  general  superintendence,         -         -  20,370  00 

Iron  for  superstructure  and  laying  down  the  same,      -        -  202,417  00 

§586,802  66 
3rd.     From  Hole's  to  Morganton,  21.90  Miles. 

For  Graduation,  Masonry,  Bridge-superstructure  and  Cross-Ties,  $347,615  17 

10  per  cent  on  the  above  for  contingencies,         -  34,761  51 

Iron  for  superstructure  and  laying  down  the  same,  -         -       159,931  32 

For  Engineering  and  general  superintendence,  -        -  15,330  00 

§557.638  00 


Total, $1,681,782  50 

To  the  above  amount  I  have  added  for  Wells,  Wood  and  ^       ^~-  ~~~  ~~ 

Water  Stations,  Warehouses  and  Bepair  Shops,         -  )    ■  '  ■     ' 

And  to  this  sum  I  have  also  added,  for  a  limited  equipment,  to 

wit : 
For  six  Locomotives,  at  $9,000.         -  $54,000  ~) 

"     four  Fassenger  Cars,  at  2,500,         -         -         -     10,000  | 
"    four  Basrga^e     do.     at  ],600,     -        -        -  6,400  [-     $101,400  00 

"     forty  Freight      do.     at  650,  -  26,000  I 

"     twenty  Gravel  do.     at  250,        -         -         -  5,000  | 

Aggregate  cost,  ------  $1,858,18250 
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For  the  Motive  Power,  &c,  the  above  estimate  may  be 
varied  to  suit  circumstances. 

As  you  will  perceive,  I  have  added  10  per  cent,  for  contin- 
gencies on  the  cost  of  graduation,  masonry,  bridges  and  cross- 
ties.  I  have  also  made  a  liberal  estimate  for  rock.  I  am  now 
having  borings  made  so  as  to  ascertain  more  nearly  the  amount 
of  rock  excavation,  and  as  far  as  they  have  been  made  (nearly 
half  way)  the  amount  of  rock  will  be  less  than  the  estimate. 
This  estimate  also  contemplates  a  good  substantial  T  rail,  52 
lbs.  to  the  yard,  of  American  iron.  The  present  high  price  of 
iron,  as  well  as  the  expense  of  transportation  from  the  coast, 
adds  greatly  to  the  cost  of  this  important  item.  If,  however, 
we  shall  be  able  to  purchase  upon  more  favorable  terms,  it 
will  tend  to  reduce  still  further  the  cost  of  the  Road.  For  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  work,  I  have  allowed  $700  per 
mile.  But  for  the  right  of  way  I  have  included  no  distinct 
item.  For,  with  a  liberality,  which,  I  am  proud  to  say,  char- 
acterises the  people  of  .North  Carolina,  they  have  almost  unan- 
imously relinquished  to  the  Company  the  right  to  build  their 
road  free  of  charge.  The  few  exceptions,  however,  which  pe- 
culiar circumstances  warrant  the  company  in  making  an 
allowance  to,  may  be  met  by  the  contingent  fund.  1  feel  con- 
fident, therefore,  that  the  estimated  cost  will  be  amply  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  its  completion  to  Morganton. 

In  this  connection,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state,  that 
should  the  line  running  on  the  ridge  2^  miles  North  of  Newton 
be  adopted,  it  will  be  perfectly  practicable  to  get  a  line  leav- 
ing the  ridge,  a  short  distance  East  of  Hale's,  and  connect 
with  the  line  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Horse  Ford  on  the  Catawba 
river,  which  I  ran  two  years  ago,  under  the  direction  of  Col. 
Walter  Gwynn.  This  line  affords  a  very  favorable  route  for 
the  continuation  of  the  Road  to  its  Western  termination. 

By  your  authority,  on  the  11th  of  March,  the  first  25  miles 
of  the  Road,  extending  from  Salisbuiy  to  Statesville,  was  put 
under  contract ;  and  on  the  11th  of  July,  from  Statesville  to, 
and  including  the  Catawba  River  Bridge,  12  miles  additional, 
was  also  contracted  for,  at  prices,  as  in  the  former  instance,  just 
and  equitable  to  all  the  parties  interested.  And  it  affords  me 
much  satisfaction  to  inform  yon,  that  we  have  secured  the  eer 


vices  of  energetic  and  responsible  contractors,  for  with  an 
alacrity  and  perseverance,  which  is  alike  as  creditable  to 
them,  as  it  is  gratifying  to  me,  they  have,  in  this  short  space 
of  time,  without  any  aid  from  your  Company,  already  done 
$65,000  worth  of  work.  An  earnest,  that  the  first  section  of 
Western  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  will  soon  be  in  readiness 
for  the  training  of  the  Iron  Horse. 

And  who  is  there  amongst  you,  let  me  ask,  that  will  not 
hail  with  delight,  the  echo  of  his  shrill  whistle  as  its  rever- 
berations are  heard  to  roll  back  from  the  mountains  to  the 
plains.  But,  you  will  not  stop  here,  the  second  and  the  third 
sections  must  be  built,  the  mountains  must  be  pierced,  that 
Eastern  Carolinians  may  know  more  of  their  Western  breth- 
ren, and  where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way.  For  I  feel  con- 
fident that  that  indomitable  spirit  which  has  ever  character 
ised  your  forefathers,  will  still  inspire  the  sons.  Let  your 
watchword  be  onward,  and  success  must  attend  you. 

Nature  has  done  much  for  your  State,  but  until  recently 
she  has  done  but  little  for  herself.  The  superior  zeal  and 
activity  of  her  neighbors,  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  with 
their  vast  resources  have  exhibited  such  untiring  zeal  and  per- 
severing industry  in  constructing  Rail  Roads,  not  only  to  con- 
nect the  West  and  its  trade  with  the  commercial  metropolis 
of  each  respectively ;  but  they  have  also  extended  their  iron 
arms  close  around  your  borders,  thus  still  continuing  to  invite 
that  trade  which  has  heretofore  gone  so  far  to  swell  their  com- 
mercial importance.  But  the  liberality  of  an  enlightened  Le- 
gislature has,  however,  now  enabled  you  to  enter  the  field  of 
competion,  and  a  few  years  persevering  industry  will  give  us 
a  full  participation  in  that  boon  so  eagerly  sought  for£"by  all. 

The  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  is  now  completed,  and  in 
direct  communication  with  your  own  city  of  Wilmington. 

The  Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  is  rapidly  pro- 
gressing towards  completion  ;  the  safe  aud  secure  harbor  of 
Beaufort,  one  of  the  best  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  will  soon  be  as 
accessible  by  land  as  it  is  now  by  water.  The  Western  N.  <  \ 
R.  Road,  now  so  fairly  beguu,  needs  but  your  fostering  care 
to  extend  and  connect  it  with  the  Tennessee  Roads,  thus  com- 
pleting, so  far  as  your  State  can,  that  important  link  in  the 


[  22  J 

chain,  which  is,  at  no  distant  day,  to  unite  the  Pacific  with 
the  Atlantic.  Then  will  North  Carolina,  no  longer  a  vassal 
to  other  States,  take  that  position  among  her  sisters  of  the 
Union,  to  which  nature  and  her  Geographical  position  so  just- 
ly entitle  her.  Then  will  it  be  known,  that  there  is  an  interi- 
or of  North  Carolina — an  interior  rich  and  productive  in  both 
mineral  and  agricultural  resources.  Then  will  it  be  known 
that  for  agricultural  purposes,  not  only  your  valleys,  but  your 
mountains,  are  rich  and  productive  to  their  very  summits. 
That  from  these  mountains  the  trickling  streamlets  running 
through  a  thousand  vales,  from  as  many  crystal  fountains,  con- 
tinue to  flow,  until  their  accumulated  waters  roll  into  Broad 
rivers,  affording  sufficient  water  power  to  drive  all  the  manu- 
facturing machines  of  New  England.  That  these  mountains, 
possessing  as  they  do,  mineral  waters  in  great  abundance,  are 
equalled  by  few,  and  excelled  by  none,  for  healthfulness  and 
salubrity  of  climate,  and  surpassed  by  no  country  for  beauty 
and  variety  of  picturesque  scenery. 

Construct  and  complete  this  Road,  for  in  the  same  propor- 
tion that  you  afford  facilities  for  travel  and  transportation,  in 
that  proportion  will  it  be  increased  ;  and  then  will  not' only 
the  invalid  from  the  low  counties  of  our  own  and  other  States 
seek  this  health-restoring  and  reinvigorating  atmosphere,  but 
the  devotee  of  gaiety  and  fashion,  instead  of  going  abroad, 
may  find  a  more  congenial  resort  in  our  own  Carolina.  And 
then  not  only  will  the  husbandman  be  enabled  to  reap  a  rich 
reward  for  his  labors,  but  the  pent  up  mineral  treasures  from 
your  disemboweled  mountains,  will  be  moulded  into  useful- 
ness, to  fill  the  coffers  of  a  generous,  persevering  and  deserv- 
ing people.  • 

I  must  again  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  urge  the  neces- 
sity of  continuing  the  surveys  beyond  the  present  point ;  we 
cannot  know  too  much  of  the  country  yet  to  be  explored,  for 
it  is  one  presenting  unusual  and  formidable  difficulties.  It 
will  be  the  most  economical  expenditure  of  money  that  your 
Company  can  make  ;  let  us  have  ample  time  for  determining 
upon  the  succeeding  portion  of  the  Road. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  I  have 
been  ably  and  zealously  assisted  in  making  the  surveys  and 
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location,  by  Mr.  R.  C.  McCalla  and  MrvR.  E.  Rodes,  as  prin- 
cipal assistants,  together  with  the  young  gentlemen  associated 
with  them. 

I  have  the  h^^rto  be, 

gentlemei^^wr  most  ob.'t  servant, 

&  JAMES  C^iBNER,  '<•• 

Chief  Engii A  if.  if.  @*<R.  M.  m 
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684.38 

13.29 

4.69 
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0.72 
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0.82 
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0.73 
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3.07 
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